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_ SALEM When the Sisters of
e Merc’yneededhalpmm&keﬁs-
- available for needy and sick elderly,

'When St. Jo ph Church needed'

: renovations, it ‘was the Salem

< builder’s time an_d money that made_

it possible, . :
“When his own 'Knights of Culum-

* bus Council 4442 couldn’t find a con-
tractor to handle the renovation of
their hall, Mr. Silvestri, 50, stepped

mwnhhmsmﬁﬁ'nmSﬂvesu-iCorg A,

to handle thewo:k_

- And those are usttheactspeople.

lmow about = ;
- The folks whopushed him for the

- Knights’ prmumousNFGramte Award

— which goes to

. resident who “exemplifies patrio-

; usm, leadership and humanitarian-
ism” — had to do so without men-
tioning most of his charitable work,

Mercy in Windham pramed his rol
in the $3.2 million renovation of their
Warde Health Center, St. Joseph's
told how he put off other projects to

able jack of all trades

“which he prefers to do quietiy

Fortunately, the ones he cwldn't

hide were enough to earn him th
*10th annual award. The Siste

work on refurbishing the Catholi

church, and his fellow Salem Knights
of Columbus credited him with
repeatedly breaking the Tootsie Roll
fundraising record and the ongoing
renoyation of their hall.

“And there so many thmgs he does

that nobody knows about,” sald:

Grand Knight Wilfred E. Bamford.
Mr. Silvestri said he was shocked

by the award and didn’t appreciate
its Weight until he saw the list of for-

.mer winners that includes Gov. Judd .

Gregg, “I said ‘Are you kidding me?’

“ he said. “Then I really got ner-
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